
M.S.SUBBULAKSHMI 

M. S. Sobbulokshmi wos born to smg. Her unchollenged position in the 
reolm of Cornotic music was the result of greot tolent combined with 
hours of proctice and utter devotion. 

Subbulokshmi begon her formol troining in music when she wos five 
Her first stage performonce wos at the oge of eight. It is soid thot the 
young Subbulokshmi would proctice her ragas even between household 
chores, keeping time to the most intricate ond complex beats of Carnatic 
music. 

M. S. Subbulokshmi used music as an instrument to motivate people, 
©speciolly during the freedom movement. Her music inspired all those 
who heard it, and she was celebrated and occloimed wherever she 
went. 

In this graphic biography, Amor Chitra Katha pays tribute to the legend 
ond her involuable contribution to the world of music. 
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S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


MADURA! IN TAMIL NADU, AL50 KNOWN A5 MADHURAPURI, 15 HOME TO TWO G0DDE55E5 - MEENAK5HIAMMAN 

AND MADURAI5HANMUKHAVADIVU 5U33ULAK5HMI - ONE KNOWN FOR HER ETHEREAL 3EAUTYAND ONE FOR 
HER ETHEREAL VOICE. I--- 







































































amar chitra katha 

FLAYER SHANMUKHAVADIVU. ONSEF TEM3ER 
z, faRLYLIFE WAS STEEPEDIN MUSIC. 


M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


WHILE LIFEIN THE SHANMUKHA VADIVU 
HOUSEHOLD WAS FRUGAL... I— 


SHE CHOSE SRINIVASAIYENGAR AS 
HER DAUGHTER'S MUSIC TEACHER. 


I f JASMINE, \ 
(V MYFAVOURITE 
FLOWERIIWILL KEEP THIS 
SUNCH SAFELY AND 
WEARITAOAIN X 
*~\ TOMORROW! yfi 


^ YOURGUIDANCE IS WHAT 
MY CHILD NEEDS. ITHANK YOU 
V. FOR ACCEPTING HER. ^ 


... MUSIC WAS NOT. APARTFROM SRINIVASAIYENGAR, KUNJA HAD 
MANY TEACHERS INCLUDING WANDERING SARDS... [717- 


THEIRSMALL HOUSE. ON HANUMANTHARAYAR KOIL STREET. PROVIDED THE PERFECT 
SETTINGAS SHANMUKHAVADIVU HOSTED MANY MUSIC SESSIONS THERE. ' 


SHE WAS ALSO ANATTENTIVE AND STRICTMOTHER [ 


KUNJAIS 


LISTENING 50 CAREFULLY 
TO THE MUSIC FROM THAT 
RADIO. SHE IS DESTINED 
^ TOMAKEAMARK X 
■A. IN MUSIC. y 


KUNJA OR KUNJAMMA. MEANING 'LITTLEONE’. WAS SU&DULAKSHMTS NICKNAME 


SOON. LITTLE KUNJA 3EGAN 
TRAINING WITH HER MOTHER. 


SHANMUKHAVADIVU WOULDOFTEN 
GET UPIN BETWEEN TO COMPLETE 
HER CHORES. HOWEVER -1 , V 

KUNJA'S SEATIS 
' STEADY DESPITE THE \ 
INTERRUPTIONS. IT’S ) 

V TIMETO FIND A 

\ FORMALGURU. P vl r 


** SHE JUST HAS TO S 
LISTEN TO A SONG ONCE 
SEFORE SHE CAN SINGIT 
^ WITHOUT MISSING ^ 
\ A SINGLE NOTE J 


X KUNJA, ^ 
SING THE VARISAIS* 
AND KEEP TIME WITH 
V THESRUTI**. y< 


HER MOTHER 


AND OTHER MUSICIANS WHO CAME TO THEIR HOUSE 


MUSICAL VOWELS 

ANINSTRUMENT USED TO KEEP THE PITCH 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



INSTEAD OF THE CINEMA, KUHJA AND HER SI3UN6S 
,VEKf TAKEN TO SEE HAKIKATHA * PERFORMANCES 




SHE WAS RECITING THE RAMAYANA WITH FERVOUR 


r 5A TU RAMASYA ^ 
DHARMATMA NIPATTA 
k. VI5HISHANA**... > 



y THISISTHE >1 
f OCCASIONFOR ^ 
UBERATION. BRJTISH 
TEPRJFICATION, 

. DESABHAKTI , 
v EXPLOSION! yé 


SHH! 

KUNJA' 


WHEN SHE SUDDENLY SROKEINTO ENGUSHI 


yu^ 


COUB,mo ***■ 


"AND SO THE VIRTUOUS VI3HISHANA ALlOHTED 

nearrama 


M S SUBBULAKSHMI 



\ONEDAY-\ 


S KUNJA. I HAVE TO N 
VISIT MYHOMETOWN 
BUTIWILLCOMEBACK 
SOON.YOUMUST KEEP 
v PRACTISINO ON a 
\ YOUROWN.^"1 


LET’S ^ 
PRACTISE 
THIS VARNAM 
tv AGAIN. v 


KUNJA'S MUSIC LESSONS CONTINUED FOR 
OVERA 



3UT 


/ HEWOULD \ 
HAVE WANTED 
METO LEARNAND 
PRACTISE. I MUST 
\ NOTGIVEUP r 



ANDSO, EARLYEVERY MORNING 


J THE PITCH \ 
^MATCHESTHE^ 
TAMBURA, AND 
NOWIMUSTSING 
\ WITHOUTIT. / 



...ANDSEVERAL TIMESINA DAYBETWEENHERCHORES .. 


'J/lSHOULD\| 

r beabletoget^ 

THE CORRECT PITCH 
WITHOUT MY . 
TAMBURA / 


.. KUNJA WOULD PRACTISE HER MU9IC. 


* TRADITIONALLY, CARNATIC MUSIC RECITALS BEGIN 
WITHA LONG, COMPLEXSONG, A VARNAM. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE DAY, AS KUNJA WAS 3USYPLAYI NGAT 
MAKING MUP FIES - 


/ WA5H YOUR X 
/ HAND5ANDC0ME\ 
'QUICiaY. KUNJA. YOUR' 
MOTHER15 A5KING 
^ FORYOUTOCOME j 
V T05ETUPATI 

W5CHOOL^ir 

11 1 * rl 


3> 




THERE, SEFOKE AN AUDIENCE OF FIFTY, KUNJA GA VE HEK FIKSTSTAGE PERFORMANCE 


WHATA 
. VOICE' 


AMOVING 

RENDITION...I 


ANANDAGANANDA 


WHILE HER FORMAL TRAINING HAD STOPPED AFTER SRINIVASA'S 
PEMH, KUNJASEDUCAWNIN MUSIC CONTTNUED I-T"J-T 


l\ 


AAAAAAAAA.I 


>> 
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» • 
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* A MARATHI3HAJAN 


SATtSFACTION HF H utiptu/St^' 5TS AT 5H ^^UKHAVADIVU'S HOME MEAtf 
- — UT F THEY TAVGNT'HER A SONG, IT WAS HIGH PRAISE INDEE& 


6 


MS SUBBULAKSHMI 




UNUSED TO TALCUM POWDER. KUNJA FOUND 
ANOTHER SUSSTITUTE - WHITEWASH FROM THE 
WALLS[ ( 



IWISH I COULD 
HAVE MY 50NGS 
^ RECORDED ^ 

V TOO. J2 


THUMAK CHALAT 
RAMACHANDRA*.. 


THE GRAMOPHONE FASCINATED THE YOUNG GIRL 


HOW 
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v* 



* A SHAJAN 3Y TULSIDAS ** A KRTfl OR DEVOTIONAL SONG 

7 3Y MUTHUSWAMIDIKSHITAR 


































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEMAN WASA TALENTSPOTTER WITHH.M.V ANP 
IMMEPIATELY APFKOACHED SHANMUKHA VAPIVU. 




AT THEAGE OF10, KUNJA OR SUS3ULAKSHMIRECORDED 
HERFÌRSTSONG. MARAKATA VADIVU* WITHH.M.V. 


thischild 

HAS SUCH 
A CAPTIVATING 
VOICE! 



IN FE&KUARY 1929, THEAUDIENCEATA CONCERTWAS EXTREMELYAGITATE D - 
WE CAME TO SEE NOTED VEEHA PLAYErN TT 


dura' 


khaì/ddiM 


M* 


TIkUCHENDUR shanmukhavadivu 


A 


Shanmu 


AND 


YOU HAVE A CHILD 
PERFORMING! 





A TAMIL COMPOSmON IN PRAISE 
OF THE GODDESS MEENAKSHI 


G00V 

• WELL DOHE 


M S SUBBULAKSHMI 



r LISTENTO ^ 
THIS CHILD SING 
HERMUSIC IS 
SOPURE > 


SU3BULAKSHMIS FAME GREWAMONG I 

AUDIENCES AND MUSICIANS ALIKE 

1 1 i, n iighf yjrrrt 1 





W THATIS \ 
THEKINDOF 
MUSICWHICH 
WILLLASTA 
\ LIFETIME! r 


Ij ì 


rr WAS EXPERT PERCUSSIONIST, 

P. DAKSHINAMURTHY PILLAI, WHO 
LATER ACCOMPANIED SUBBULAKSHMI 
IN HER CONCERTS 


ONEDAY- 



J— 1 NOTED V 
HINDUSTANI VOCALIStT^ 
PANDIT NARAYANRAO VYAS 
JIS SINGINGIN MADURAI 
TV WISH ICOULD GO. r 






- 


V 


-\l 



r IHAVE > 
COME TO HEAR 
V YOU SING. > 


WE ARE 
HONOURED! 


BUT THE MAESTRO HAD HEARD OF SUBBULAKSHMIAND CAME TO MEETHER. 



•A KIND OF SEMI-CLASSICAL MUSIC 
“ A SONG SUNGIN PRAISE OF KRISHNA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



J IWANT TO Y“ 
"GET MARRIED AND^ 
HAVE A FAMILY. IS MY 
CAREER 50IMPORTANT, 
AFTERALL? & 


SUddULAK5HM! WAS FAMOUS 


SHANMUKHA VADIVU HAD FLANS FOR HER TALENTED DAUOHTER. 

THI515 THE RJGHTTIME, KUNJA. 

FIND A PATRON* AND F0CU5 ON 
MU5IC. THERE 15 MUCH MORE 
5UCCE55 TO BE HAD! 


HER RECORDS SOLD pkISKLY. 




* 






r THI5I5THE > 
PLACE WHERE YOUR 
VOICE WILL 5E 5E5T 
fe^RECOGNISED. 


WHEN SUppULAKSHMI WAS 15. THE FAMILY MOVED TO MADRAS 






THE MOVE COINCIDED WITH THE 
KUMBAKONAM " MAHAMAHAM. 




’AT THAT TIME ARTISTES WERE 
SUPFORTED BY WEALTHY MEN 


(x* 12 YEARS, WASANEVENT THAT 

VJJ brouoht tooether the best 

MJJSICIANSANDAUD IENCE^ ^ 

A NOW CALLED CHENNAI 
”A TEMPLE TOWNIN TAMIL NADU NEAR THANJAVUR 


M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 



I HAVE 

HEARDTHIS > 
GIRL. YOU MUST 
GIVEHERA 
. CHANCETO J 
SING. 


J BUT5HEI5 X 
SOYOUNG. YOU KNOW 
THE AUDIENCES HERE 
THEYWILLNOTTAKETO 
V ANEWCOMER S 


^ IKN0WHI5 WIFE. > 
IWILL A5K HER TO HELP 
ENSURE ASPOT FOR , 
KUNJATOSING.rr 


THE PREPARATIONS WERE BEINO 
HANDLED BYA NEW FILM DIRECTOR, 
K. SUBRAMANYAM HE WASALSOA 
NATIONALISTIAWYERANDA TALENT 
SPOTTER. 


ANDSO 



\J THERE, I HAVE 
KEPT MY WORD. 
NOONE WILL BLAME 
ME SHOULD THIS 
BACKFIREIN f 
X ANYWAYI 


FINALLY, ONE AFTERNOON WHEN NOTMANY 
PEOPLE ATTENDED - 



SUBRAMANYAM WAS JUSTIFIEDIN HIS FEARS. 
THE MAHAMAHAM AUDIENCE WAS CRÌVCAL .. 


r HAVE WE ' 
COMETOLISTEN 
v TOACHILD? * 


... AND THEIR ACCEPTANCE WAS THE 
HIOHEST RECOMMENDATIONINDEED 


AS SUBBULAKSHMIBEOAN TO SINO ... 




... THE USUALLY QUIET AUDIENCE RESPONDED 
WITH WILD APPRECIATION. I 























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHATFOLLOWEDNEXTWAS UNEXPECTED SUd&UlAKSHM WASINVITEP 

tosingaoa in.this time in the evening when the tent was full. 



CAPTIVATES 
V ME. À 


K. SUDRAMANYAM HAD ONCE AGAIN MADE 1 SU5RAMANYAM WAS NOT THE ONLYONE WHO DISCOVERED 
A DISCOVERY! UC -/ ......_ SUSSULAKSHMITHATDAY. I J _UV / 


J WHATAVOICE! V; 
WHAT ASSURANCE! 
IWONDER, WILL SHE 
_ MAKE AGOOD - 


ACTRESS? 



34-YEAR-OLD THYAGARAJA SADASHIVAM 
WAS A PAmOTAND KHADIACTIVIST. WHO 
FELLIN LOVE WITH SU&SULAKSHMTS VOICE 


ONJANUARY 1,1932. ATTHE MADRAS MUSIC ACADEMY - 


• *FREE ME FROM FEAR 0F3IRTHAND DEATH 
SHELTER ME AT YOUR FEEV'A MARATHIA5HANG 


ARIYAKUDI 

' RAMANUJAIYENGAR” > 
HAS CANCELLED HIS CONCERT 
V ATTHE LAST MINUTE! y 
WHATDOWEDO? 


• 9 


A FAMOUS VOCAUST 


12 


M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 



WHY DONTYOU 

INVITE MADURAISUSBULAKSHMI? 
HER SUCCESS AT THE MAHAMAHAM 
^ ISWELLKNOWN. ^ 



SHE HAS 

r CONQUERED EVERY ~ 
STRONGHOLD OF MUSIC 
ACROSS THE STATE. WE 
v MUSTGIVEHER > 
ACHANCE. 


^ BUTSHEIS 
AWOMAN.ITIS ] 
UNHEARDOF! Z 


THE STAGE WAS SETATMYLADYE S GARDEN, MADRAS. 






AT 16. M S. SU3&ULAKSHM! HAD 5EC0ME THE 
FIRST WOMAN AND THE YOUNGEST PERFORMER 
AT THE PRESTIGIOUS ACADEMYI 


4 


3 


MADRAS MUSIC ACADEM'i 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



Ef 5HE \T 
^ ISARISING 
STAR. AN INTERV1EW 
wWOULDBEGOOD . 
^ FORUS f 


J HER V 
WORDSCONVEY 
SUCH PASSION 
^FORMUSIC! r- 


PY THE TIME 5HE WAS 17, 
5U53ULAK5HMI3ECAME A 
CELE3RJTYAND THE MAIN 
3READWINNER OF THE FAMILY. 


5U33ULAKSHMI'5 FATH CROSSED SADASHIVAM'S AGAIN HE WAS NOW 
THE ADVERTìStNG MANAGER OFA FOFULAR TAMIL MAGAZINE, ANANDA 
VIKATAN. [ 


AND SO - 






A SPECIAL FEATURE WAS FU3LISHED0N THE YOUNG SINGER 



SADASHIVAM AND SU33ULAKSHMIMET FREQUENTLY 
AFTER THAT. 

IAM GLAD 
YOU HAVE COME 
I NEEDED A LITTLE 

HFI PFOt? MY WF*1 



ir_l DONT ^ 
FORGETTHE 
LAMPS FORTHE 
K STAGE. > 


I WON'T. 


SOON SADASHIVAM WAS A DAILY VISITOR 
ORGANISING, ARRANGING AND RUNNING 
ERRANDS . 
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M S SUBBULAKSHMI 


1 


> 



A 1 THIS MANIS K 
NOT A GOODINFLUENCE 
ON KUNJA. SHE MAY 
FORGET THAT SHE HAS 
A GREAT FUTURE ^ 
"k IN SINGING. J 


THE GROWING 30ND 3ETWEEN THE TWO DID NOTESCAFE SHANMUKHAVADIVU S EYES. 









STOP CRYING, 
KUNJA! IAM YOUR 
MOTHER AND ONLY HAVE 
YOUR SESTINTERESTS 
V ATHEARTl ^ 


SHANMUKHAVADIVU HADMANY 
DREAMS FOR SU33ULA KSHMI. 


SHE SOLD THE HOUSEIN MADRAS AND TOOK SU33ULAKSHMI3ACK TO | 
MADURAIANDAWAYFROM SADASHIVAM - 


✓ 


v 


-2 WITHAPATRON \ 
TO TAKE CARE OF HER 
AND OUR FAMILY, KUNJA 
WILL SE ASLETOWORK 
^ EVE> HARDER ^ 
ATFc-RMUSIC! A 


KUNJAMUST ^ 
CONCENTRATEON^ 
HERSINGING IWILLFIND 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHENSHANMUKHAVADiW &EGAN LOOKÌnG FOF A PATKON, SU33ULAK5HMIVOICED HEF 03JECTI0N5~\ 



r ENOUGH, KUNJA' ' 
I HAVE BROUGHT YOU UP 
AND MADE YOU A STAR. 

IONLY WANT THE SEST 
K. FORYOU. 

l\ rri - i r 


)r IDONT > 
( WANTTOFIND 




4 ^ 



500N 


r | HAVE HEARD THE ^ 
CHETTIAR OF NAATUKOTTAI 
. IS INTERESTED IN MUSIC. 



AND50 - 


KUNJA. ITHINK 


WE HAVE A PERFECT PATRON 
IN THE CHETTIAR. WE WILL 
LEAVE FOR NAATUKOTTAI 
IN THREE DAYS. 



&UT 5U3&ULAK5HMI HAD MADE UF HEF 



MIND THATNIOHT- [ 

/IKNOW 
MOTHERIS 
DOING WHAT 
SHE FEELS 
IS SEST 
FORME SUT 
rr IS NOT WHAT 
I WANT 


( 



WITHA HEAVYHEAFT. SU&dULAKSHMILEFTHE F MOTHER AND 
MADUFAIAND REACHED MADFAS ONCE AOAIN 
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smriimrm 


MS SUBBULAKSHMI 




^ I HAVE LEFT > 
MADURAIAND 
KNOWNOONEIN 
v MADRAS. >• 


IN MADFAS. 5U&&ULAKSHMI TURNED TO f 
5ADASHIVAMF0RHELF - 


^ DONT n 
WORRY! IWILL 
vHELPYOU. v 


SADASHIVAM &ECAME HEF 
FRIEND. PFOTECTOR AND GUIDE. 



SADASHIVAM PLANNED HEF CONCEFTS AND 
ACCOMPANIED HEF ON TOURS 




SADASHIVAMINTFODUCED SU&&ULAKSHMI TO HIS | 

CHILDFEN .. | 


THEYGREW TO LOVE EACH OTHER DEEPLY. IN 1940, 
THEY GOT MARRIED f 


SADASHIVAM HAD &EEN MARRIED EARLIER 
AND HAD DAUGHTERS. HE HAD ALSO ADOPTED 
TWO OF HIS &ROTHER S CHILDREN. \ 



r PLEASE SHAKTI. > 
I HAVE RESPONSISILITIES 
NOW. ICANNOT LEAVE . 
MY CHILDREN. / 


MEANWHILE. SU&&ULAKSHMTS FAMILYKEPT PLEADING WTTH HER TO FETUFN. HEF &FOWEF CAME TQ SEE HEF 




r~. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



YOURVOICE 
HAS TO BE HEARD ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY, 
KUNJA. ^ 


3ETWEEN 1940ANP 1997. SADASHIVAM WAS THE 
ONLY FOKCEIN SUddULAKSHMTS LIFE f ~7 


FROM CONCERTS.. 


TO FILMS. HE FLANNEDAND SUFFORTED HEF CAREER. 

—--V - ; 

• 'o4É 




* 


; 




ATA FU3LIC MEETING. WHERE MAHATMA GANDHISFOKE 


✓ KUNJA, MUSIC IS AN ^ 
ART THATCAN INFLUENCE OUR 
STRUGGLE FORINDEPENDENCE. 
SING WITH YOUR HEART AND 
AROUSE THE FEELING OF 
PATRIOTISM IN PEOPLE. ^ " 


/ 






M S SUBBULAKSHMI 



WILL HELP 3UILD 
ANEW SCHOOL. 


DESFITE SU33ULAKSHMTS SUCCESS AS A SINGER THEY 
WERE NOT VERY WELL-OFF... 


7..3UTTHEYCONTINUED TO HELFOTHERS || 

WHEREVER THEY COULD 

^ THEMONEY 

FROM THIS CONCERT 


DONTWORRY. 

F WILLMANAGE 


WE 


NEEDS 


ARE 


OUR 


MANY 


NOT 



LIFE ATHOME CONTINUED ATITS 3LISSFUL FACE M 
UTTLE RADHA NOW LEARNING TO SING FROM HER 
MOTHER.. 





RADHA, ^ 
VIJAYA, LOOK AT 
THE SAREES FOR 
YOUR DANCE 
V RECITAL. v' 


s BUT AMMA, T 
THISISONEOF 
YOUR EXPENSIVE 
vSILK SAREES! > 



* 'NOTHING DOI LACK.'A TAMIL DEVOTìONAL 

SONG 3YC. RAJAGOFALACHARI 19 



AFTER MEERA. SADASHIVAM DECIDED 
SHE SHOULD NO LONGER ACTIN FILMSI 


' THEREISNO ^ 
DETTER ROLE FOR 
KUNJA THAN THAT 
OF GODS ULTIMATE 
V DEVOTEE > 

































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



"nrgprrr TMF ABRUPT HALT TO HER F/LM CAREEK 5UdBUiAKSHMI'5 FAME ASA MUSICIAN 


KEACHEP OREAT HEIGHTS. 




KUNJA, REMEMBER 
THAT MU5IC15 NOT 5IMPLY 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT. IT MU5T 
ENHANCE YOU AND HELP 
YOU R15E A50VE THE 
ORDINARY 


SADASHIVAM'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE 
EXFOSED SUD&ULAKSHM! TOA WIDE KANGE OFAUDIENCES. 




SHE TKANSFORMED FKOMASINGER 
TOA DEVOTEE . . WM 


^ VENKATESA 
5UPRA5HATAM 



'A HYMN SUNGATDAWN TO 
AWAKE THE GODAT TìRUFATì 

20 


THE SUCCESS OF MEEFA WITH SOUTHINDIAN AUDIENCES, LED TOITSEING DUB3EDIN HINDI. THE 
FILM WAS FREMIEFEDIN DELHIAT A SFECIAL SCFEENING HOSTFD P>Y PANDIT. IAWAHAPI A\ NFHRL 


M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 



I THEFILM HADAN UNUSUAL OPENING WITH SAKOJININAIDUINTFODUCING SUBBULAKSHMI. 


^ THE STORYOF MEERA ISTHE " 
5T0RY OF INDIA AND THE ARTISTE 
15 NO ACTOR 5UT MEERA HER5ELF, 
THE TRUE NIGHTINGALE ^ 
_ OFINDIAI _ ^i 


\\A 



MANYMORE ACCOLADES FOLLOWED FROM NOTED L 
HINDUSTANIVOCAUSTS. USTAD ALLADIYA KHAN .. k 




...TO YOUNGERCONTEMPORARIES SUCH AS PANDITJASRAJ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 








THANK 

YOU! 


^ ICANNOT V 
RECORD TODAY! NOT 
AFTER LI5TENING TO 
THAT WONDERFUL 
VOICE! 


THE YOUNG GIRL WAS NONE OTHER 

thanlata mangeshkar 


ALTHOUGH LATA WENTON TO 3E AN ESTAOUSHEV 
SINGER... f 


THISISAN 


ALBUM OF MEERA’S 
BHAJANSTHAT 
IHAVESUNG. 


I TC7 MAV^KSW^SENT 5 ^ 5 bp>'TTARSLATER, SHEFLEWVOWN 
- --M^KSHMimHmEDINANAmMAUttciuirAeAMen I- 




M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 



ANOTHER HUGEINFLUENCEIN SUddULAKSHMTS LIFE WAS FOLITICAL ACTIYÌSTC. RAJAGOFALACHARIOR RAJAJL 


AS HE WAS FOFULARLYKNOWN. IN 1944 


KUNJA.GANDHIJI 
"lS SETTING UP THE KASTURBA N 
MEMORIAL FUND. ITHINKIT WOULD 
BE GOOD FOR YOU TO HELP HIM 
V RAISE MONEY BY GIVING >1 
Ì SOME RECITALS. 



SU35ULAKSHMIGAVEFIVE RECITALS TOFURTHER GANVHTS CAUSE. 



' IAMA MERE SERVANTAT THE FEET 
OF THE LORVrA SONG 3Y MIRA3AI 
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^ MAHATMA ^ 
GANDHI HA5 BEEN 
^ASSASSINATED* 


A 3HAJAN 3Y MIRA&AI 


SAPU INSISTS X 

that he would rathep 

HEAR SUSDULAKSHMI 
SPEAKTHE SHAJAN 

. than anyone else > 
i sino m 


amar chitra katha 


QNQCTOdERI. 1J47ZJ 

/ PAPU WANTS 
/jO HEAR HARi TUM HARO’ 
SUNO SY SUSSULAKSHMI 
v for HIS SIRTHDAY 

tomorrow 


^SUTSHE ^ 

doesnot know 
. that sono. > 




« 


5U33ULAK5HMILEARNT ANP RECOKDED THE 
50NG OVERNIGHT 1]-r' ' i 

- I 




3UTON JANUARY30, 1945, THE 5AME &HAJAN PLAYED 
ONALUNDIAIADIQ, JU5TAFTERA 5ADANNOUNCEMENT 
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M S. SUBBULAKSHMI _ 

- mm „ aKS HMI’S VOICE CArriVATED MANYHEARTS AND MIND5, INCLUD ING JA WAHARLAL NEHRuJ 


WHOAMI.AMERE 
^PRJME MINISTERSEFORE A 
QUEEN? M.S. SUSBULAKSHMI 
^ IS THE QUEEN OF SONO a 

AND ART. 


AND RAJIV GANDHI. 


INDIRA GANDHI 


IT’S AN ^ 
HONOUR, MADAM 
w TO MEETYOU ^ 


THE PRAYER ^ 
SUNO SY SUSSULAKSHMI 
IS ENOUOH TO OUARANTEE 
W SUCCESSI 


DE5FITE HER MANYSUCCES5E5, SU3SULAKSHMI 
CONTINUED TO REMAIN A STUDENTAND SOON SHE 

hadanewguru . i -r"rn-n 11 111 


... SEMMANGUDISRINIVASAIYER - A GREAT 
TEACHER ANDA GREATFERFORMER HIMSELF 





























































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



^ 'BBULAKSHMI WAS EXPOSEP TO MANY DIFFERENT F0RM5 OF MLI5IC AND HER SINGING 


UNPER HIS GUIDANCE 
SCALED GREATER HEIGHTS \ 


I THERE WERE M ÀnYCONCERTS Ìn INDIA .. 




,a£bSm!!%£ oay^ttheun gehew 


... ANDA3R0AD, INCLUDING THE EDIN3URGH 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA 


IN 1963... 
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M S SUBBULAKSHMI 


ININDIA, AWARDS CAMEONEAFTER THE OTHER. M. S. SUS3ULAKSHMIWAS GIVEN THE FADMA 3HUSHANIN 
1954, THESANGEETNATAK AKADEMIAWARDIN 1956, THESANGEETHA KALANIDHIAWARDIN 1963AND THE 
RAMONMAGSAYSAYAWARDIN 1974. SHE WASCONFERRED THEFADMA VI3HUSHANIN 1975.ANDIN 1993, 



27 

















































































































DESPìTE 5UCCE55E5 ANDACCOLADES, SADASHIVAM AND SUdSULAKSHMI REMAINED 
FPLJGALIN THEIP NEEDS, PREFERRING TO DONATE THEIR WEALTH TO CHAPITY. ONCE - 

" THISISAWIDOW 

/WRITING FROM COCHIN*. “I HAVE 
___ ( A SMALL SON. I REQUEST YOU 

V TOEXTENDMEALOANTOPAY 
OFFMYDESTSAND > 
L ItZJ' &> SAVE MY HOME." 


- V,/rt/r/o/pw Ai fsfr/r// 
//t/t/ /*/W//*/v/p/*// j 

' ^/rp/////j ///*/ J 

J/7/Y/Hf/4/*/// . / 


ANDSO 


MUCHLATEP 


S SEE KUNJA, > 
THATY0UN030Y 
. HASOROWN 
50 SIOI ^ 


^ .. .YEARS AGO, YOU ^ 
HELPED MY MOTHER AND 
NOW, PLEASE ACCEPT MY 
V. GRATITUDE." ^ 


^ IWILL ^ 
BE EVER 
GRATEFUL 


USUALLY THEY WOULD ANNOUNCE DONATIONS 
FQP CHAPJTYATCONCERTS. ONCE THEYDID NOT. 


“V* THEOTHER 
' MUSICIANS NEEDED 
THEIR MONEY ANDIF KUN JA 

HADANNOUNCEDOUR 

DONATION THEY WOULD 

Vhave feltawkward/ 


' WHYDIDYOU N 
NOT ANNOUNCE THE 
V DONATION? V 


NOW CALLED KOCHI 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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M S. SUBBULAKSHMI 



/K OH! I HAVE 
DISTRIBUTED ALL 
THE MONEY. WHAT 
WILL WEGIVE THE 
S. BLINDMAN? A 


ONCE, OUTSIDEA TEMPLE - 


t ' ■>*'- 


v: 






r TAKE CARE, V 
THIS IS TWO HUNDRED 
RUPEES. X 




' IAM SORRY. V 
THYAGARAJA 
SADASHIVAM IS 
VNOMORE > 


IAM 

FEELING 

UNEASY. 


TO THE HOSPITAL 
AND GET YOURSELF 
\ CHECKED UP! y 


&UTQN~NOVEMdER 19, D 1 — ~| | FELUCTANT LY, HEAGREE DdUTO NNOV'EMEdEP f 

YOU MUSTGOvl 21. 1997- 






















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




ON DECEMBER 2, 2004,5HE WAS ADMITTED TO 
THE HOSPITAL FOR PNEUMONIA. 



ONDECEM&ER 11,2004 


RADHAI 


THE MUSICAL LEGEND PASSEDAWAX 



XSFUPHYANPDEVOn&f THROUOH HE R MU5IC ~ A SPAPKLINGLEGACYTHATCONTINUES TOENTHPA LL WITH_ 
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